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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

When our schools celebrate the 100th day of 
school, it seems the countdown to June 
begins and arrives before we know it. Our 
schools held concerts and musicals 
throughout the month of March and continue 
into April—another sign that spring is here. 
Kudos to the students, parents, and teachers 
who made these events such a success. 
 
The Hillsborough Township Public Schools 
2019-2020 budget was passed on Monday, 
April 29, 2019 at the Hillsborough Board of 
Education Meeting. The user friendly budget 
is available for review on the district website, 
or by clicking here.  
 
During this year, members of our outstanding 
staff continue to earn recognition on County 
and State levels. Jessica Smedley, Director of 
Guidance, was recognized as the Somerset 
County School Counselor of the Year; Lisa 
Caudill, grade 4 teacher at Amsterdam 
Elementary School, was recognized as the 
New Jersey Department of Education 
Exemplary Elementary Educator and Patricia 

Sellar, REACH teacher at Auten Road 
Intermediate School,  was selected as the 
New Jersey Council for Social Studies 
Elementary Teacher of the Year. 
Congratulations on these well-deserved 
recognitions. Additionally, for the first time, 
the NJ Department of Education ranked 
schools based on their School Performance 
Report and Hillsborough Elementary School 
was ranked #1 in Somerset County! The 
remarkable principals, teachers and students 
make Hillsborough Township schools an 
exceptional place to learn and grow! 
 
Finally, because we had one unused snow 
day and in accordance with the 2018-2019 
district calendar, schools will be closed on 
Friday, May 24, extending the Memorial Day 
weekend.  

Asst. Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Ms. Jessica Smedley 

School Counselors ~ Essential Members of 
Our School Community 

The role of the school counselor is an exciting and 
challenging one! School counselors wear many 
hats and help assist students, their families, 
faculty, and administrators. Educated with 
minimally  a master’s degree, school counselors 
assist students in three domains: academic, 
social/emotional, and college/career planning. It 
does not go unnoticed that Hillsborough Township 
Public Schools are  fortunate enough to maintain 
full-time counselors in each of our nine school 
buildings with a total of 28 counselors servicing  

approximately 7,300 students district-wide. We 
have one full-time school counselor in each of 
our elementary buildings, three counselors at 
Auten Road Intermediate School, three school 
counselors and one student assistance 
counselor at Hillsborough Middle School, and ten 
school counselors, one college and career 
counselor, three student assistance counselors, 
and one crisis counselor employed at 
Hillsborough High School. The department is 

supervised by the district’s Director of Guidance.  

 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Amsterdam School continues to “Rock 
Kindness” as students and teachers celebrated 
the 100th Day of School on February 14, 
Valentine's Day. It seemed destined to happen 
since this year’s theme was about helping 
others and kindness. We began the day with a 
One Hundred Day warm up. Students from Mr. 
Caudill and Mr. Rourke’s gym classes were 
recorded doing 10 different exercises ten times 
each. The video was then projected in each 
classroom for 100 warm ups. The students and 
teachers were energized and ready to celebrate 

our 100th day! 

 

A week before the event, students were 
presented with two challenges. The first was to 
create a structure made only from 
marshmallows and straws. The materials were 
given values of ten and one to raise the stakes. 
Students paired with students from other 
classes to create the STEM-inspired project 
with a total value of 100. Problem solving, 
collaboration, and teamwork allowed students 
to complete the challenge. The top structures 
were then voted on by the classes and are 
currently on display in the Commons’ 

showcase. 

 

The second challenge was one hundred acts of 
kindness to be performed by each class prior to 
the One Hundredth Day assembly. Each 
classroom received a large poster with stickers 
to keep track of the acts. From helping teachers 
to helping fellow students, the children rose to 
the task and met their goal. During our 100 Day 
Assembly the posters were presented. Mrs. 
Leoni, Teacher of Mathematics, encouraged 
students to keep track of the acts counting by 
hundreds with each poster. A grand total of 

2,600 Acts of Kindness were tallied!  

 

The assembly ended with students getting a 
glimpse into what they might look like when 
they reached 100 years of age using the app 
“Agingbooth.” Roars of laughter could be heard 
throughout the school when even a few staff 
members were shown at 100 years of age. 
 
While all of the Amsterdam School teachers 
rock, two of our teachers were recently honored 
for excellence. Kathleen Holmlund, 2nd grade 

teacher, was named 
Amsterdam School’s 
Teacher of the Year as 
part of the Governor’s 
Educator of the Year 
Recognition Program. 
During Mrs. Holmlund’s 
career in Hillsborough, 

she has demonstrated that her daily 
practice entails excellent instructional 
practices, deep rooted professional 
knowledge, strong differentiation and a 
commitment to ongoing professional 
development. She embraces new teaching 
strategies with arms wide open, takes risks 
and serves as a role model for her peers. 
But what truly sets Mrs. Holmlund apart is 
that she is a champion for her students. She 
works diligently to find the “right fit” 
instruction for each and every student. She 
is passionate about providing students with 
the best education. She works tirelessly to 
identify the best course of action for all 
learners. It is for these reasons that in her 
classroom “no child is left behind.” Instead 
confident students leave her room, willing 

and ready to thrive as learners. 

 

Additionally, Mrs. Holmlund is a person of 
character and serves as a model for good 
citizenship for the Amsterdam School 
community. She consistently makes 
valuable school-wide contributions which go 
above and beyond the school day. She 
serves as a valued member of our 
Amsterdam School Character Education 
Committee. She assists with the planning of 
Character Education assemblies and 
initiatives and helps with all service related 
school initiatives. She is one of our 
facilitators for Family Math and Family 

Science Nights.   

 

Mrs. Holmlund has proven that she is an 
expert in educational practices. She has 
contributed to our school community and 
the community at large in a myriad of ways 
that have benefited our school community 
and beyond. It is for these reasons that  
Kathleen Holmlund is quite worthy of the 

Governor’s recognition. 

 

The goal of the New 
Jersey Exemplary 
E d u c a t i o n 
R e c o g n i t i o n 
Program is to 
identify educators 
who are valued by 
their school and 
community and have exhibited strong 
knowledge and skills, an inspiring 
presence and a clear vision for quality 
teaching and learning. They are the 
educators who serve as an “exemplar”, 
an ideal model for other educators. It is 
my distinct pleasure to announce Lisa 
Caudill has been named a 2018 New 

Jersey Exemplary Educator.  

 

Mrs. Caudill demonstrates exemplary 
educational talent, which results in 
meaningful student learning as a 4th 
grade teacher at Amsterdam School. 
She  de l i ve r s  i ns t r uc t i on  w i th 
compassion and respect for the child, 
teacher, school and community at large. 
During the course of her Amsterdam 
career, Lisa Caudill has emerged as a 
master teacher with natural leadership 

qualities.  

 

To our school community, she is a 
teacher, collaborator, mentor and coach. 
However, her leadership skills extend 
well beyond her grade level and our 
school. Mrs. Caudill is commonly found 
on school-based and district-wide 
committees. She has assisted with the 
mentor teacher program and the 
development of the district’s new 
initiatives. She has even been asked to 
model instruction for teachers of other 
districts. She has also served as a 
mentor teacher to both college and high 
school students pursuing careers in 
education. Additionally, she chairs our 
Character Education Program and runs 
our Locks of Love Program. This 
program collects hair donations for Wigs 
for Kids which supports children who 
h a ve  l os t  t he i r  ha i r  du e  to 

(Continued on page 12) 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

“One more time!” could be heard at 
Picto, the picture version of bingo 
that draws hundreds and hundreds 
of student and parent participants 
every year. An energetic time filled 
with homemade posters, chants, lots 
of winners, and a ton of fun, this 
event is one of the best of the year, 
and our students are already looking 
forward to next year! 
 
Read Across America is another 
perennial favorite, as our students 
celebrate how much they have 
learned about reading and have the 
chance to enjoy stories and activities 
that joyfully center around reading 
and everyone’s favorite author, Dr. 
Seuss. Kicking off the event this 
year we held a “Seussified PE” 
program where our physical 
education teachers made station 
activities based on Dr. Seuss’ works. 
We also enjoyed an evening book 
fair full of great books to buy and 
wonderful read alouds by our Star 
staff. Finally, magician Joe Holiday, 
came to perform his Reading Rocks 
program for our students to close 
out a fantastic week that focused on 
our students’ love of reading. 
 
Our STEM fair was a delight to 

The last few months have been busy at 
HES, filled with a lot of enthusiasm as 
our HES Stars enjoyed many 
opportunities to be excited about 
learning. 

 
Mrs. Keri 
K r a w s k i ’ s 
1st grade 
c l a s s 
teamed up 
w i t h 
Scholast ic 
f o r  a 
p a j a m a 
drive. For 
every pair of 
p a j a m a s 

that the students collected to donate, 
Scholastic, in turn, donated a book to 
accompany the pajamas when they 
were given out to other students in 
need around the country. Over 40 pairs 
of pajamas later, 40 students in need 
will now be able to enjoy comfy, cozy 
PJs to keep them snug as a bug in a 
rug, as they enjoy a brand new book at 
bedtime! 
 
Our HES English Language Learners 
attended a field trip to the State Theatre 
to view a live performance of “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar & Other Eric Carle 
Favorites.” This was a truly enriching 
experience since the students were 
able to make a personal connection 
with some of their favorite Carle stories. 
Special thanks go to ESL teachers, 
Mrs. Borto and Mrs. Shannon, who 
applied for the grant. Target funded the 
trip through their Field Trip Grant 
Program. Thank you, Target! 
 
Our HES Stars enjoyed the perennial 
favorite family night when screams of, 

behold! Our young scientists 
prepared experiments and gave 
poster presentations, built 
popsicle-stick bridges to hold as 
much weight as possible before 
breaking, enjoyed a dry ice 
smoke machine that filled the 
gym, and were enthralled by a 
demonstration of the HHS 
Roboraiders’ robot which played 
catch with our students. Add to it 
a big Lego table where students 
could let their imaginations go 
wild, and there was fun to be had 
by all! The STEM Fair season 
started with a Sciencetellers 
assembly that used stories and 
science to get the students 
excited about the fair and to 
encourage them to sign up to 
show off how much they know 
about science, technology, 
engineering, and math. Thank 
you to Scienceteller Andrew 
Piccirillo, HES father, who revved 
up the students’ interest and 
gave a great program full of 
energy and excitement! 
 
Mrs. Moore’s class led us in our 
Character Counts Assembly by 
performing skits on the theme of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

activities in the gym with all the 
special area teachers. This year we 
tried something new where each 
grade level was able to have lunch 
with their buddies from another 
grade.  The students really enjoyed 
this new experience. The entire 
school also created an amazing 
“Friendship Tree” which includes a 
heart created by every student in 
Sunnymead that is displayed in the 
entrance of our school. This tree 
reminds us of all the things that 
Valentine’s Day represents: love, 
kindness, friendship, community 

service, and cooperation. 

 

World Language Happenings 

Time is already flying by! This is the 
seventh year for Sunnymead 
students to learn Chinese language 
and culture. Each school year, 
students learn Mandarin Chinese 
during the first and second marking 
period. Their progress is amazing! 
The students have been fully 
immersed in the Chinese culture 
and its practices. The first half of 
the school year is filled with many 
holidays. This gives our students a 
chance to experience the authentic 
C h i n e s e 
culture and to 
understand the 
d i f f e r e n c e s 
b e t w e e n 
Chinese and 
A m e r i c a n 
culture, such 
as Chinese 

Moon Festival  

Kindergarten 
Happenings 

Sunnymead 
has had a 
very busy and 
e x c i t i n g 
winter! On 
February 14, 
we celebrated 
Va len t i ne ’ s 
Day and the 

100th day of school. Our students were 
encouraged to come to school ready 
to celebrate by dressing up like they 
were 100-years-old or by wearing 
Valentine’s Day colors or designs. Our 
kindergarteners really took pride and 
ownership in dressing like they were 

100.  

 

F r i e n d s h i p 
Soup 

We continued 
our year ly 
tradition of 
m a k i n g 
“ F r i e n d s h i p 
Soup.” The 
entire school 
w o r k e d 
together to 
make soup for 
those in the 
c o m m u n i t y 

who are less fortunate. It was a day 
where students in different grade 
levels partnered up and read books 
about friendship, cooperation, and 
helping others. In each special area, 
the teachers focused their lessons on 
the same theme. Students were able 
to participate in several special 

vs. Thanksgiving and Chinese 
New Year vs. Christmas. The 
hands-on experience of making 
d u m p l i n g s  a n d  w o n t o n s 
highlighted the activities of the 
“Cooking Show” during the 
Chinese New Year. Students 
participated in Chinese cultural 
events such as receiving the New 
Year gift of red envelopes, 
dressing up in Chinese costumes, 
and singing Chinese songs. They  
also made Chinese crafts and 
engaged in Chinese children’s 
activities such as paper folding, 
Chinese calligraphy, Chinese 
shuttlecock and a Chinese version 
of London Bridges. Sunnymead 
students practiced naming  
common products (e.g., foods, 
fruits, drinks, lucky numbers and 
colors) that are a part of daily life 
in Chinese society. All the 
students in our school are very 
receptive and have shown strong 
interest in learning Chinese 

language and culture.  
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

fire and emergency services 
personnel, thanking them for 
keeping us all safe. Students and 
staff alike enjoyed the opportunity 
to give something back to our 

community. 

 

Our 100th-day celebration saw 
students and staff dress as 100-
year-olds! What a fun way to 
celebrate! Donations were also 
collected and over $100 will be 
donated to Hillsborough’s senior 

center. 

 

 

 

 

As we welcome Spring, Triangle 
School has so many wonderful things 
to share. The Triangle School Teacher 
and Triangle Educational Support 
Professional of the Year were chosen 
for the building and we congratulate 
3rd grade teacher Mrs. Jackie Mancini, 
and Instructional Assistant Mrs. Deb 
Mamawala! Both are valued members 
of the Triangle School staff and the 

honors are well deserved! 

 

On January 21, Triangle students 
participated in the first annual MLK 
Day of Service. Students colored 
paper hands, which were turned into a 
heart mural that is on display in school 
hallway. They also made cards which 
were mailed to local law enforcement, 

Triangle School….. It’s GRRRRRREAT!!!! 



On February 14, 2019, the hallways of 
Woodfern were alive with Chinese 
culture! To celebrate the Chinese New 
Year, students in kindergarten through 
grade 3 lined our hallways as our 4th 
grade students conducted a parade 
highlighting many aspects of Chinese 
culture to honor the Chinese New Year! 
Woodfern helped to usher in the Year 

of the Pig! 

 

This year, the art program at Woodfern 
has grown and expanded! Mrs. Heather 
Bartholomew, Woodfern’s art teacher, 
wanted to see if there would be interest 
in inviting parents and students to an 
evening art lesson where families could 
work together on fun and engaging 
projects. The goal was to have students 
and parents working side-by-side to 
apply some interactive art techniques in 
a fun and enjoyable way. Each family 
would  leave wi th  an or ig ina l 
masterpiece that they completed as a 

team! Mrs. Bartholomew has 
organized a Family Art Night for 
each grade level at Woodfern. Thus 
far this year, we have already held 
kindergarten through 3rd grade 
Family Art Nights, and the 
response has been tremendous! 
Thankfully, Mrs. Bartholomew 
reserved the Woodfern cafeteria in 
anticipation of a large response, 
because so many people attended 
that there would not have been 
sufficient space in the art room! 
These are just some of the pictures 
from our Family Art Nights. We 
cannot wait to see what comes of 
the Family Art Night for our 4th 
graders! Congratulations and 
recogn i t ion  goes  to  Mrs . 
Bartholomew for having this vision, 
for her planning and preparation, 
and for volunteering her time to 
create such special moments for all 

Woodfern families! 

 

 

  

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

Woods Road is extremely proud of our 
Teacher of the Year, Connie Zeng. 
Ms. Zeng is our teacher of Mandarin 
and is also shared with Hillsborough 
Elementary School. Ms. Zeng has 
taught in Hillsborough for seven years, 
having come to us after completing an 
undergraduate degree in Chinese and 
a Master’s degree in Foreign 
Language Education at Rutgers 

University 

 

Her most memorable moment as a 
teacher involved a student having 
difficulty identifying a Chinese 
character. The student sitting next to 
him provided hints in Mandarin, taking 
charge as the “Mandarin teacher.” The 
“teacher” led the student to the correct 
answer, following steps Ms. Zeng 
would have followed herself. A close 
second memorable moment involved a 
kindergarten student who identified 
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Ms. Howe as “Ms. Ni hao” 
as she had just learned the 
greeting the day before. 
When not teaching our 
students Mandarin, Ms. 
Zeng likes to read, watch 
Chinese shows and travel. 
Ms. Zeng identifies a 
favorite quote as: “For 
where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be 
also.” We are lucky to have 
her heart here at Woods 
Road. Congratulations Ms. 

Zeng! 

 

Woods Road School is 
proud to present Mrs. 
Meghan Salotti as the 
D i s t r i c t  E l e m e n t a r y 

Educational Service Professional 
(ESP) of the Year. Mrs. Salotti is an 
Occupational Therapist 
who regularly works 
with our pre-school and 
elementary school 
students helping them  
master tasks that assist 
them with daily living 
skills. Her favorite 
quote, which she 
illustrates in her daily 
work, is: “I am not telling 
you it is going to be 
easy -- I’m telling you 
it’s going to be worth it.” 
Mrs. Salotti attended 
Sacred Heart University 
for both undergraduate 
and graduate degrees. 
She has taught for 15 
years, 14 of them in 
Hillsborough. Her most 

memorable teaching moment 
involved a student with fine motor 
delays. His goal was to tie his 
shoes independently. After 
working on the skill for quite some 
time, he finally, independently tied 
his shoe. Mrs. Salotti said the look 
on his face was priceless! He was 
so proud of himself. These 
moments motivate this dedicated 
staff member. When not working 
at Woods Road, Mrs. Salotti 
enjoys running, baking, and 
spending time with her family, 
especially at the beach. Thank 
you, Mrs. Salotti, for being the 
supportive staff member you are -- 

Woods Road congratulates you! 

 



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

Ms. Tuller has served as a Turnkey 
Trainer for many years providing valuable 
and helpful instruction pertaining to 
technology integration in the classroom. 
Additionally, Ms. Tuller serves as the 
Coding Club Advisor at Auten Road. The 
club was initiated by Ms. Tuller five years 
ago and provided a unique approach 
toward helping students better understand 
and apply skills in coding. Her club centers 
on offering six interest-based categories 
for students to choose to study. These 
include: Game Design, Art, Music and 
Sound, Fashion and Design, Sports, and 
Social Media. It is the largest club at ARIS 

which serves nearly 150 students. 

 

On behalf of the entire staff at ARIS, we 
appreciate the amazing work that Ms. 
Tuller does for our staff and students. 
Thank you for embracing a spirit of 
excellence. We are proud that you have 

been recognized to receive this honor!  

 

Teacher of the 
Year (2019) - Ms. 
Nancy Patrick - 
Ms. Patrick began 
her teaching career 
as a 4th grade 
teacher at St. 
Dominic's School in 
Brick, NJ. She then 

made the move to Manasquan School 
District where she taught high school 
psychology for seven years. In 2000, Ms. 
Patrick joined Hillsborough School District, 
and began her tenure at the Middle 
School. She served as a special education 
teacher and replacement literacy teacher 
for eight years and moved to ARIS and 
has been with us for the last ten years 
having worked as a grade six literacy, 

social studies and REACH teacher.   

 

Ms. Patrick serves on committees such as 
the District Evaluation and Assessment 
Committee (DEAC), Grading Task Force, 
Strategic Planning, School Technology, 
and also served as a Chromebook Pilot 
Classroom. She is currently involved as a 

Geography Bee - Congratulations to all of our 
National Geographic Bee contestants! This 
year’s runner up is Tarun Nadhamuni and our 
winner is Freddie Gordon. Thank you to Mrs. 
Sellar and Ms. Patrick for organizing a 

wonderful event this year!   

 

Spelling Bee - The winner of the 2nd Annual 
ARIS Spelling Bee is Aritra Banerjee. Aritra 
then went on to win the SCLSNJ County Bee 
and is set to compete in the 2019 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. at 
the end of May. Congratulations to Aritra and 
all the ARIS participants! A special thank you 

to Ms. Seker for organizing the competition! 

 

Team 5J & 5K Soup-er Bowl Challenge - A 
big THANK YOU to Teams 5J and 5K for 
recently completing their 5th Annual Soup-er 
Bowl Canned Food Drive to benefit the 
Hillsborough Food Pantry. Students from 
Teams 5J (Mrs. Lyons and Mr. Augello) and 
5K (Ms. Colis and Mrs. Andreski) spent two 
weeks leading up to this year’s Super Bowl 
collecting canned food to donate. In total 
3,683 cans of food were collected from our 
generous students and their families. Mayor 
DelCore will be honoring this outstanding 
contribution to the community at an upcoming 
Hillsborough Township Committee Meeting.  

Congratulations to all! 

 

E d u c a t i o n a l 
S e r v i c e s 
Professional of 
the Year (2019) - 
Ms. Jennifer 
Tuller - Ms. Tuller 
b e g a n  h e r 
teaching career in 
Hillsborough in 
2000 as a 5th 

grade teacher at Amsterdam Elementary 
School. Two years later she made the move to 
Auten Road when it opened as an 
Intermediate School. While at Auten Road, 
Ms. Tuller served as a grade five teacher for 
ten years, and for the last five years, as Auten 

Road’s Computer Literacy Resource Teacher.   

 

member of the School Improvement 
Panel (ScIP) and District Mentor 
Committee and serves as the co-advisor 
to three popular clubs at ARIS—National 
History Day Project, Geography Bee, and 

ARIS Goes Green.   

 

On behalf of the entire ARIS community, 
we are so proud to have you represent 
our school as our Teacher of the Year. 
Thank you for all you do to inspire the 
very best in your students and each of us 

every day!  

 

Grade Level Assemblies - On February 
13, the entire 5th Grade attended an 
assembly featuring the a cappella vocal 
band Ball in the House. The band 
performed songs that ranged in style 
from doo wop to R&B, to current pop hits.  
The primary goal of the assembly was to 
provide an educational link between 
vocal music taught in school and the pop 
music that students may hear on the 
radio. Topics such as rhythm, melody, 
harmony, and percussion were 
addressed, as well as songwriting and 
vocal arrangements. On February 27, 6th 
graders were treated to an assembly 
featuring the musical group Cello Fury.  
The group presented a unique take on 
blending rock and classical music within 
an educational format. Both assemblies 
were made possible through the efforts 
and contributions of the Auten Road 

Home and School Association.   

 

STEM Summit - Auten Road hosted its 
annual STEM Summit (Science, 
Techno logy,  Eng ineer ing ,  and 
Mathematics) on Saturday, February 2.  
Over 250 students participated in three 
40-minute workshops, which offered 
hands-on experience in various scientific 
fields such as Crime Lab Chemistry 
(presented by the Hillsborough Police 
Department), Drones, Star Lab, and 
Digital Animation. Students also had an 
opportunity to test their problem solving 
skills and scientific knowledge in a 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 
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HMS PRIDE Outreach 

HMS PRIDE students visited all six 
elementary schools in Hillsborough to 
read Dr. Seuss' story of the Sneetches 
and share important anti-bullying 
messages. They helped 2nd grade 
students around the district make "belly 
stars" like the Star-Bellied Sneetches to 
highlight what makes them special and 
recognize what is special in all those 

around them. 

  

HMS Girls JV Basketball Team 
Champions!  

Congratulations Coach Angrisani and 
our HMS Girls JV Basketball Team for a 
great season and winning the Central 
Jersey  J r .  Basketbal l  League 

Championship for 2019! 

 

HMS Teacher of the Year - Ms. Gina 
Kay 

For her incomparable teaching style 
and advocacy for students, teachers 
and education, HMS is proud to name 
Ms. Gina Kay, teacher of health & 

physical education, as the HMS 
Teacher of the Year 2019. In addition 
to her work in the classroom, Ms. Kay 
is the adviser to the HMS Yearbook 
and has been a valued mentor to both 
students and novice teachers 
throughout her career. She has been a 
leader with our digital citizenship 
initiatives and works with our School 
Health & Wellness Committee to  
develop lessons and school-wide 
activities to promote healthy lifestyles, 
positive peer relationships, enhanced 
m indfu lness  and  respons ib le 
engagement with technology. She has 
secured grants to fund new CPR 
training equipment and worked with 
the Hillsborough Rescue Squad to 
provide CPR and First Aid training to 
hundreds of HMS students and staff. 
Ms. Kay has also brought to HMS 
guest speakers and special programs 
to address contemporary social issues 
and encourage student social and 

emotional empowerment. 

 

HMS Ed Services Professional of 
the Year - Ms. Mary Ellen Davies 

For her dedicated service, innovative 
practice, expertise, and valued 
educational support to our school 
community, HMS is proud to recognize 
Ms. Mary Ellen Davies, computer 
resource specialist, as the HMS 
Educational Services Professional of 
the Year 2019. Ms. Davies has been 

integral to the success of our 1:1 
initiative training, co-planning and co-
teaching with her colleagues to 
facilitate virtual field trips, video-
conferencing collaboration with experts 
and students around the world from 
any classroom, helping students and 
teachers access and publish digital 
content, and supporting the use of a 
wide range of productivity tools that 
enhance learning. She maintains close 
ties with students at the Tech Hub in 
the media center as well. This year, 
she launched a special initiative 
working with student volunteers to 
become experts in various technology 
applications, demonstrate their 
expertise, and earn badges as 
"Cert i f ied Student Technology 
Assistants.” We have nearly 40 
students in the program already 
forming a network of student support 
for their peers and teachers across 

HMS.  

Pictured: Mrs. Davies  

Pictured: Ms. Kay  



HHS students and staff give back in many 
ways. In our new Community Connections 
class taught by social studies teacher Scott 
Kallens, students look for opportunities to 
improve our school, township, state, 
country, and world. Where they see a need, 
they seek to fill it. This was demonstrated 
recently when the class members raised 
nearly $500 on their own which they 
donated to the Los Angeles Fire 
Department in recognition of the firefighters’ 
tireless devotion to save lives and property 
as a result of the Camp Fire that burned for 

two weeks in California in November 2018. 

 

The brand new Hillsborough High School 
Dance Team began their competition 
season on Sunday, January 6, at 
Montgomery High School, competing 
against teams from Hunterdon Central, 
Raritan, Jackson Memorial, and Holy 
Angels, among others. In their inaugural 
venture into the competitive field, the team 
placed 2nd in both jazz and hip hop. In their 
second competition, they placed 2nd in hip 
hop and 3rd in jazz. In their third and final 
competition at Montclair State University, 
they placed 3rd in both styles. 
Congratulations to the dancers and their 
coaches, Ms. Kristin Comune and Ms. 
Debra Rooyakkers, on a very strong start to 

the team’s history at HHS! 

 

Kudos to the HHS Robotics Team, Team 
75, at the Seneca High School District 
Championship. The Roboraiders won the 
most prestigious award FIRST has to 
offer—the Chairman’s Award. This 
establishes Team 75 as a model robotics 
competition team, due to the gracious 
professionalism the students exhibit and 
numerous community outreach initiatives. 
They also earned the 5th seed in the robot 
game and competed with their alliance until 
the semifinals. Amanda Richardson, the 
Technical Vice-President, was selected to 
be a Dean’s List Semi-Finalist, an honor 
given to an exemplary student who 
demonstrates the ideals of FIRST. In the 
competition held at Lehigh University, the 
team will compete for a chance to move on 

to the World Championship. 

After a rigorous audition process 
conducted by the HHS TED Ed Club 
advised by Mrs. Melissa Blevins, 
sophomore Vinitha Vivek was chosen as 
the  Hi l lsborough High Schoo l 
representative to compete in the annual 
Region 4 Poetry Out Loud competition, 
where she was selected as one of two 
students who moved on to the state level 
of the competition that was held on March 

12 at Ocean County Community College.  

 

Social Studies teacher Robert Fenster, 
along with nine other American teachers, 
traveled to Sierra Leone from December 
26 to January 6 as part of “TransAtlantic 
Histories,” a program sponsored by the 
Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of 
Slavery, Resistance and Abolition at Yale 
University. While there, he and his 
counterpart, Emmanuel Thomas, 
discussed the needs of Thomas’ students 
in Bo, Sierra Leone. As a result, Mr. 
Fenster organized a “Boro4Bo” event, an 
alumni concert event on March 9, to raise 
money for printed materials (Thomas’ 
students have no textbooks) and other 
school needs to support Thomas’ 
students. Congratulations also go to Mr. 
Fenster who has been selected as one of 
ten finalists for the Princeton University 
Distinguished Secondary School Teacher 
Award. Following 
a  r i g o r o u s 
visitat ion and 
interview process 
at the end of 
M a r c h ,  t h e 
winners will be 
selected. We wish 
Mr. Fenster the 
best of luck in his 
candidacy for this 

prestigious award! 

 

Congratulations to 
the Hillsborough 
High School boys 
and girls swim 
teams, not just for 

their prowess in  

the pool but for their brain power! Both the 
boys’ and girls’ teams earned Gold Team 
honors for the NISCA Academic All-
American and Scholar Team with a GPA 
over 3.750 this year, specifically with a 
3.777 (boys) and a 3.862 (girls) varsity 
team average. In addition, four seniors 
earned Academic    All-American honors 
by having a cumulative GPA over 
93.750: Sankya Parvatrao, Preet Patel, 
Thomas Zdroik, and Nicole Zou. These 
scholars are making quite a splash!  

(Couldn’t resist!) 

 

The Science Olympiad (SciOly) is a  
STEM-based competition held across the 
country and allows students with a true 
passion for learning to explore different 
scientific disciplines through competitions. 
The 25 total events fall into two major 
categories—build and study. Build events 
include designing and building the lightest 
wooden boomilever to support the greatest 
amount of load. In contrast, students 
competing in study events must answer 
questions related to subjects like 
Molecular Biology and Chemistry. For the 
past several months members of our 
Hillsborough High School SciOly Team, 
advised by HHS biology teacher Mr. Minh 
Dang, dedicated numerous hours 
preparing for their events by testing their 

(Continued on page 13) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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“friendship.” The timing was perfect 
as the weather gets warmer and our 
students get ready to head outside 
for recess. The nuances of social 
interactions become a little more 
difficult when good sportsmanship 
and  tak ing tu rns  becomes 
paramount. Our Stars are up to the 
challenge! We are thankful for our 
4th grade student leaders who 
created the skits and modeled the 
importance of friendship in a variety 
of situations. The 4th graders 
demonstrated how important it is to 
be kind to each other and promote a 
positive climate for all. 
 
A hardy congratulations to the 4th 
grade teachers (Mr. Churms, Mrs. 
Cropely, Mrs. Krempasky, Ms. 
Mirabella, Mrs. Moore, and Mrs. 

Muldoon) and 
their outstanding 
students for an 
a m a z i n g 
performance of 
The Wizard of 
Oz! Playing to a 
packed house, 
the students 
brought a great 
story to life, and 
their enthusiasm 
and talent made 
for a wonderful 
evening at the 
theater. Bravo! 
There’s no place 
like HES! 

 

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal (cont.) 
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Thank you Life Skills Parent 
Volunteers! 

 

— “Volunteers do not necessarily 
have the time; they just have the 

heart.” — 

 

Thank you to all the parents who 
volunteered this school year to 
participate in the Life Skills “Parents 
In the Classroom” Program. We 
have over 200 parent volunteers that 
participate in the program and we 
are grateful for their volunteerism. A 
big thank you also to the parent 
volunteer coordinators at each 
school. These coordinators spend 
countless hours signing parents up, 

communicating the logistics as well 

as coordinating all the materials.   

 

Amsterdam: Michael Corsello & 

Craig   Jeremiah 

HES: Michele Amato 

Sunnymead: Michele Golas 

Triangle: Pam Vallone 

Woodfern: Dora Szep 

Woods Road: Amisha Malhotra 

 

The Life Skills program is a unique 
opportunity in the Hillsborough 
School District to volunteer to teach 
an important lesson in your child’s 
classroom. The program includes 
topics such as self-esteem, 
accepting differences, conflict 

resolution, stranger safety, anti-
bullying, alcohol/drug prevention 
and peer pressure. Training is 
provided to all parent volunteers 

and all materials are provided.   

If you would like more information 
or are interested to volunteer in 
your child’s classroom next year 
(grades kindergarten through 6th 
grade), please contact Minda 
Maggio, Life Skills Coordinator at 
mmaggio@htps.us or (908) 431-

6600 ext. 2809. 

 

— “Volunteers don’t get paid, not 
because they’re worthless, but 

because they’re priceless.” — 

Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio, District Coordinator 

mailto:mmaggio@htps.us
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Asst. Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Ms. Jessica Smedley (cont.) 

to their developmental level. The 
curriculum is comprehensive and 
includes services focused on the 
academic, social-emotional, and 
college/career planning spectrum. The 
counseling provided is customized to 
individual  student needs and may 
include regular check-ins, participation 
in group counseling, and working with 
students to learn self-advocacy skills. 
Indirect services provided by school 
counselors include consultation and 
collaboration with other educational 
professionals, parents, care providers, 

and community organizations. 

  

School counselors are vital members 
of several teams of school and district 
employees. They participate in the 
Intervention and Referral Services 

Team (I&RS), School Safety and 
Climate Committees, Sources of 
Strength, BOROSafe, and Core 
Team. The school counselors also 
serve as advisors in school-wide 
activities including Peer Mentoring, 
Teacher-Student Mentoring, Diversity 
Club, PUSH/REBEL, the Dating 
Violence Prevention Program, and 

more.  

 

So if you should ever find yourself 
needing assistance or information and  
are not quite sure where or who to 
turn, please reach out to your school 
counselor. More often than not, s/he 
will be able to help or guide you to the 

person that will.   

While a school counselor was once 
thought of as the person who helps to 
complete college applications, they serve 
in much broader and more impactful roles 
today. Our school counselors display 
leadership, advocacy, and collaboration 
within their schools, as well as the 
profession overall. Our school counselors 
are also uniquely positioned to work with 
teachers, supervisors, and administrators 
to help increase equity and access to 

rigorous curricula for all students.   

 

Direct services provided by school 
counselors include, but are not limited to, 
delivering the school counseling 
curriculum, which consists of classroom 
lessons designed to increase students’ 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes relevant 

c h e m o t h e r a p y ,  r a d i a t i o n 
therapy, Alopecia, Trichotillomania, burns 

and other medical issues. 

 

As you can see, Lisa Caudill is 100% 
invested in the district’s children and to those 
who work beside her. She promotes good 
citizenship and shines in every aspect of her 
teaching profile. Her classroom is a  place 

where children learn and grow and are 

inspired to be the best they can be. 

 

Mrs. Caudill has proven that she is an 
expert in educational practices. She has 
demonstrated her commitment to lifelong 
learning and has contributed to the district 
and our building in a multitude of ways that 
have benefited all segments of our 

community. But more importantly, she 
has inspired many a child to reach 
beyond the norm and stretch for 
greatness. She has made a difference. It 
is for these reasons and more that Lisa 
Caudill has been awarded this 
prestigious honor. She is truly an 

exemplar and inspiration for us all.  

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady (cont.) 

Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey (cont.) 

The Great Kindness Challenge - During 
the week of January 28, students and staff 
participated in “The Great Kindness 
Challenge.” The initiative is a proactive 
and positive bullying prevention initiative 
that improves school climate and 
increases student engagement. The Great 
Kindness Challenge is devoted to 
performing as many acts of kindness as 
possible on campus. Students accept the 
challenge and show the world that 

KINDNESS MATTERS! 

 

Throughout the week, everyone was also 
encouraged to catch each other 
performing kind acts and then recognizing 
those individuals for doing so! As staff and 
students caught each other in acts of 

kindness, they filled out the slip and 
delivered it to the person. Paper “hearts” 
were also made available for every 
student and adult on which to write their 
first name. A “Kindness Tree” was 
created in our atrium to show that every 
person in the building is represented and 

their “Kindness Counts.” 

 

A big thank you to ALL for their 
participation in The Great Kindness 
Challenge. A special thank you to Ms. 
Brower, Ms. Cameron, and Ms. Giachero 

for organizing this heart warming event!  

culminating science challenge at the end of 
the day. The Hillsborough High School 
Robotics Team presented a workshop to help 
encourage students interested in robotics to 
ask questions and view one of their robots. 
Thank you again to all of our volunteers who 
helped to make this day a huge success… 
and a very special thank you to our Home and 
School Association and the STEM Summit 

Coordinators!   
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
May 7—Coffee with the Superintendent June 20—Half Day for Students/Last Day 
May 13—Board of Education Meeting     of School/Graduation 
May 20—Board of Education Meeting  June 24—Board of Education Meeting  
May 24—Schools Closed   July 22—Board of Education Meeting 
June 10—Board of Education Meeting August 26—Board of Education Meeting 
June 19—Half Day/Students 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details. 

 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 

Mission Possible—5 th: Rohan Singh, 
Shibi Balamurugan; Ornithology—4 th: 
Anurag Arasan, Ritik Gupta; Protein 
Modeling—4 th: Yash Parikh, Rishabh 
Patel, and Nipun Banerjee; Chemistry 
Clue—3rd: Jeffrey Jiang, Alan Ji; 
C o d e b u s t e r s — 3 r d :  S h r i d h a r 
Parthasarathy, Rohan Singh, and Grace 
Zhang; Geologic Mapping—3rd: Michael 
Huang, Jonathan Ye; Forensics—1st: 
Curtis Chen, Grace Zhang; Designer 
Genes—1st: Shridhar Parthasarathy, 
Nipun Banerjee. A huge “Congratulations!” 
goes out to all of the competing team 
members for representing Hillsborough 
High School with such enthusiasm, 
sportsmanship, and dedication. Although 
the team will have numerous outstanding 
seniors going off to college next year, 
there is also a lot of excitement about the 
new freshman talent, who will join their 
upperclassmen teammates to continue to 
prepare and lead the team to many more 

years of success. 

 

Congratulations to the boys’ ice hockey 
team on a record-setting season, making it 
all the way to the state finals in the 
NJSIAA Public A Championship at the 
Prudential Center in Newark, NJ. Despite 
losing to Morris Knolls 6-1, this year’s 
team set the bar to which future teams will 

aspire. 

 

Seniors attended two very important 
assemblies during the first week of April. 

On April 1, they attended the “After the 
Fire” assembly, sponsored by the 
Hillsborough Fire Department, where 
Alvaro Llanos and Shawn Simons told 
their stories of horror and survival when a 
college prank caused a massive fire at 
Seton Hall University, killing some 
students and severely burning both of 
them. Their message is one of survival 
and human resilience, as well as a 
cautionary tale about decision-making 
and knowing how to get out of any 
building, such as the seniors’ future 

dorms, as quickly as possible. 

 

On April 4 and 5, HHS seniors 
participated in the “Every 15 Minutes” 
assembly, a program that teaches the 
dangers of drinking and driving. 
Beginning with a staged “fatal” accident 
in the high school parking lot, the “arrest” 
of the drunk driver, the court proceedings 
and sentencing to follow, and a memorial 
service the next day, seniors had the 
chance to see how a decision to drink 
and drive can end some lives and ruin 
many others. Special thanks to Karen 
Wall, guest speaker, who told our seniors 
about the day her worst nightmare came 
true when her 22-year-old son was killed 

by a drunk driver. 

scientific knowledge, engineering skills, or 
ability to analyze data and problem solve. Their 
commitment and dedication earned them a 
third place trophy at Regionals at NJIT on 
January 8, medaling in 7 out of 14 events. This 
impressive showing qualified the team to 
advance to States in March. Results have been 
outstanding at each event. At Regionals, by 
topic, students earned several awards: 
Disease Detective—5th: Amy Wang, Om 
Shah; Mousetrap Vehicle—5th: Rohan Singh, 
Shibi Balamurugan; Protein Modeling—5th: 
Nipun Banerjee, Yash Parikh, and Michael 
Huang; Wright Stuff—4th: Yash Parikh, 
Christopher Ji; Write It - Do It—4th: Rohan 
Singh, Shibi Balamurugan; Experimental 
Design—3rd: Shridhar Parthasarathy, Rajas 
Chordiya, and Curtis Chen; Chemistry Clue—
3rd: Jeffrey Jiang, Alan Ji. In preparation for 
States in March, the team participated in three 
invitationals during the month of February, 
placing 10th at Cornell and Princeton and 4th at 
Harvard. In the state competition at Middlesex 
County College, the Hillsborough team placed 
7th overall among the very top schools of the 
entire state. It was the best the team has ever 
finished as a team in recent years, earning 
medals in 13 of 25 events. At States, by topic, 
s tudents  earned severa l  awards: 
Astronomy—6th: Riddhishree Badhan, Shibi 
Balamurugan; Chemistry Lab—6th: Jeffrey 
Jiang, Alan Ji; Anatomy & Physiology—5th: 
Shridhar Parthasarathy, Amy Wang; 
Experimental Design—5th: Curtis Chen, Rajas 
Chordiya, and Vedant Chintawar; Sounds of 
Music—5 th: Rajas Chordiya, Curtis Chen; 

http://www.htps.us/
http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

